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The end of yet another Liturgical year is fast approaching. Throughout each and every one of these years as our 
knowledge and love of God, hopefully, grows, we are also preparing for a more significant ‘destination’, namely the end 
of our Earthly life, and life’s continuance eternally with our Creator in Heaven. Today we review the requirements for a 
successful realisation of our Created destiny. 

The Entrance Antiphon (cf Psalm 104:3-4), speaks of the true joy which is only to be found through seeking and 
following our Lord in the particular circumstances in which we live, aided by unlimited Graces, ours for the asking! 

In the First Reading (Exodus 22:22-26) we are left in no doubt as to the way we must treat others, with love, compassion 
and justice; as we expect God to regard us, so are we bound to regard our fellow humans. We are left in no doubt that (as 
in the parable of The last Judgement) our charity or lack of it towards others will determine the ‘verdict’ of our Loving 
and Merciful Judge on ourselves. 

Through the Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 17:2-4, 47, 51 response v2), we declare our love for our Father, recognising that 
He alone can equip us for our lifelong struggle against evil. Just as a healthy diet, good exercise and, on occasion, medical 
intervention are essential in maintaining or restoring the health and strength of our bodies, so God’s Grace cannot be 
dispensed with if our souls are to stand firm against Satan’s temptations which assail us from so many directions and can, 
should we give in to them, undermine our spiritual health, even leading to the death of our soul. 

In the Second Reading (1 Thessalonians 1:5-10) Saint Paul cites his practical Christian example which first moved his 
converts to seek and welcome the Gift of Faith. This example, subsequently lived out in their own lives, will cause many 
more to see the beauty of God’s Truth; in other words we must ‘practice what we preach’ if we are to play our own part in 
bringing others to God. 

In the Alleluia verse (cf Acts 16:14) we ask the Father for the Grace which, alone, can ‘…open our hearts…’ and so bring 
about our personal conversion to and persistence in following the Way opened up by the Son. 

Finally, in the Gospel (Matthew 22:34-40), our Lord, not in the least ‘caught out’ by the wiles of the Pharisees, again 
underlines the essential foundation of a holy life. Wholehearted love of God and Neighbour alone demonstrate our 
adherence to the Truth we proclaim and underpin our obedience to the rest of the Commandments. 

In the following week we will look ahead to the happy fulfilment of a faithful life spent in love of God and Neighbour, 
namely Eternal Joy with God in Heaven. On Wednesday we will celebrate the Solemnity of All Saints, a Holy Day of 
Obligation. On that day we will contemplate those who have ‘...fought the Good Fight...’, ‘...kept the Faith...’ and now ‘…
from their labours rest…’ We will rejoice in their Joy and ask for their help in our continued journey on Earth. 

Although the following day, All Souls’ Day, the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed, is not a Holy Day of 
Obligation, Mass on that day should surely, unless impossible, be a priority for us, as a profound expression of our love of 
Neighbour. Countless ancestors have already died and count on our assistance, to say nothing of people who have died 
with no one to pray for their souls. A Priest (who, generally, may say two Masses a day) may say three Masses for the 
Dead on this day. As we are told in Machabees 12:46, “It is a Holy and Wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they 
may be loosed from their sins”. In Charity we must strive to help those who, whether we know them or not, have died and 
are now in Purgatory, undergoing that final Purification from sin, necessary if they are to enjoy Eternal Happiness. The 
Holy Souls are certainly on the way to Heaven but can no longer help themselves get there. As a beautiful hymn puts it, 
they are ‘…in prison for the debt unpaid of sins committed here…’ Our Loving Duty, emphasised by the dedication of the 
entire month of November to the Holy Souls, is to help them on their way. One day, please God, it will be our turn to look 
for this help! 



Thank you for your generosity 
Last week’s collection came to £1,819.00 (£1.174.00 in baskets; £645.00 in standing orders.).   

Last weekend you generously gave £1000.00 to  MISSIO. 
                              The final total for the CAFOD Harvest Fast Collection was an amazing £2000.00. 

 

LIFE thank you for helping them raise £116.00 at their Coffee Morning last Sunday. A cheque has been sent 
to Zoe’s Place Baby Hospice. Please see: www.zoes-place.org.uk/liverpool 

 
 
 

Our thanks to Bishop Pat, who said the 10am Mass last Sunday, dur ing which he presented two of our 
parishioners, Shelia Newman and Cynthia Jouan, both very much involved with MISSIO, with the Diocesan 

Medal. If you would like to become a MISSIO box holder, please contact our organiser, Cynthia Jouan, via the 
Parish Office. We are one of the highest contributing parishes in the diocese for this most excellent cause.   

 
 

 

 

Sick and Housebound:  If you know of anybody who is sick or housebound, or in a local care home, who is unable 

to come to Mass, and who would like to receive Holy Communion, Reconciliation, an Anointing or a Blessing, 

please contact the parish office. Dedicated  chaplains meet the pastoral needs of Catholic patients in hospitals.         

Please pray for our Sick and Housebound parishioners:                                                                               

Jessica Anane, Lilian Armstrong, Mrs Austin, Juliette Blake, Alan Blaquiere, Anita Blaquiere, Barry Breese,                            

Erna Breese, Frances Caulfield, Audrey Draude, Teresa Florek-Smail, Raffaela Forte, Giovanni Franco, Rachel Gadd,  

Eamon Gillespie, Elaine Gunther, Anne Harris, Agnes Healy, Evelyn Hyland, Mary Kenny, Elsie McCleave, 

James McDonald, Breda McDonagh, Michael Madigan, Ajitha Mahatantila, Gerard Mascarenhas, Mary Meyern,                 

Edgar Ming, Maria Parnis, Marion Robertson, Parwar Saib, Frederic Saint-Rose, Alice Scott, Elizabeth Scott, Maggie Sunich, 

Edythe Thirlwall, Monica Vergara, Mary White, Ethelda Williams, Carole Winch, John Windsor, Charmaine Wise,        

Georgette Yoo Foo, Tony Zammit. 

RECENTLY DECEASED                                                                                                            

The Requiem for Canon Gerald Charles Coates, who died on Tuesday 10th October 2017, will take place at 

Arundel Cathedral on Tuesday 7th November at 12 Noon. He will be buried at Steyning the next day.  

 
 

 
 

CHURCH CLEANING IN THE COMING WEEK—GROUP 6 PLEASE: 
Ann Marie Charles, Islay Cowlin, Susan D’Souza, Susan Flatts, Linda Johnson, Agatha Kyere-Amoako, Obi Ohen, 
Gloria Osiobe. Could you help clean God’s house, just once every six weeks? Kindly contact the parish office. 

 

END OF BRITISH SUMMER TIME                                                                                                   
For those attending the Saturday 6.15pm Vigil Mass this weekend, don’t forget to put your clocks back tonight! 

THE MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS                                                                                                  
Our Book of Remembrance may now be found in the main porch. Then, during the month of November, it will be 

placed beneath the main altar. You are invited to enter the names of all those whom you would like to be 
remembered at Mass during the month. Please ask for assistance if you cannot reach the book. 

A Plenary Indulgence, applicable only to the Holy Souls, may be gained once in any church either on All Souls’ 
Day, on the preceding or following Sunday or on the Feast of All Saints, on the usual conditions, namely a visit to 
a church, where the Our Father and Creed are recited, Sacramental Confession, Holy Communion, and prayer for 
the Holy Father’s intention. Those who visit a cemetery between 1st and 8th November and pray for the Faithful 

Departed, may obtain a Plenary Indulgence, applicable to the Holy Souls (and at other times a partial indulgence). 

SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS                                                                                                      
Wednesday 1st of November is a Holy Day of Obligation, on which we are obliged to attend Mass.                        

We shall have three Masses: 7.30am, 10am and 8pm.  

ALL SOULS DAY—COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED                                      
This takes place on Thursday 2nd of November, with the usual daily Masses at 7.30am and 10am.  

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY—12TH NOVEMBER 2017                                                                                                             
Our uniformed groups will attend the 11:30 Mass, to honour those who have died in wars, with the Plainchant 

Choir singing. Also, at 10.30am on that day, there will be a civic ceremony at the local war memorial by Streatham 
Common North. We thank John Byrne who will be representing St Bartholomew’s, laying a wreath on our behalf. 

BLESSING OF GRAVES AT STREATHAM PARK CEMETERY, ROWAN ROAD                                   
This is set for Sunday 12th November, which is Remembrance Sunday. Proceed past the car park to the end of the 
road ahead, then turn left and proceed towards the new tombs along that stretch. There we gather at 2.45pm for a 

prompt 3pm start. We shall hold a short service of remembrance and blessing of graves, following which there will 
be priests available to bless individual graves. As ever, do come prepared for poor weather, and keep an eye out for 

passing cars, and of course the more vulnerable among us. Please remember that priests will have to get back to 
their parishes for evening Mass. The cemetery gates close promptly at 4pm, and it will get dark very quickly. 



WE HAVE A NEW DEAN FOR THE LAMBETH DEANERY                                                                          

We welcome Fr Richard Reid CSsR, Rector and Parish Priest of the Redemptorist parish of St Mary’s Clapham, as 

our new Dean, replacing Fr Liam Gallagher. We pray for him as he takes up his new responsibilities. The Lambeth 

Deanery includes the parishes of Brixton, Brixton Hill, Clapham, Clapham Park, our own parish here in Norbury, 

Pollards Hill, Stockwell, the Italian Mission (also in Stockwell), Streatham, Streatham Hill and West Norwood.  

RCIA – RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION IN ADULTS                                                                               

Are you interested in knowing more about the Catholic Faith, or do you know somebody who is thinking of 

becoming a Catholic? Please contact either of our priests or the parish office as soon as possible.   Our catechists 

are prepared to impart their knowledge of the faith to those ready to make the journey towards becoming Catholics. 

SCHOOL REFERENCES FOR 2018 ENTRY                                                                                             

Dates for the two remaining school reference interview sessions for reception, infant and primary intake  are 

clearly posted in all porch areas.   You do not need an appointment to see Fr Deo at these sessions.   

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME CATECHISTS AND HELPERS URGENTLY NEEDED                                                                                                                             

We are still very short of catechists to help with the First Holy Communion Programme.  Please contact Fr Deo or 

Teresa Furtado via the parish office. The programme commences in January 2018. 

HELPERS URGENTLY NEEDED BY THE CHILDREN’S LITURGY GROUP                                                                                                              

If you are interested in becoming a catechist or helper in this important aspect of parish life, and would like further 

information, please contact Linda Harries on 07770 623230 or by email: l.harries@gmail.com 

ST BARTHOLMEW’S TODDLER AND BABY GROUP                                                                                   

We meet in the lower hall every Thursday during term time from 9.30am to 11.30am.  We provide free play, crafts, 

reading and rhyme time for the young ones.  Refreshments available. We charge £2 for the first adult and                   

2 children, then 50p for extras.  Please contact Betania on 07876 785746.  

UNCOLLECTED FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CERTIFICATES 
 

 

The following have yet to collect their certificates from last year: BENESA; JARDIM; NUNOO; PENNANT.         
The following certificates remain uncollected from this year:  MISZCZYSZYN; NWAFOR.  

CONFIRMATION PHOTOGRAPHS                                                                                                     

Would families CRORKEN. HICKMAN, KELLY, MUTHY, VENEREAU, kindly collect and pay for the 

photographs which they ordered. There is one set of photos, marked  ALLEN CLOSE  in Mitcham.  

PLEASE DONATE YOUR UNWANTED CURRENCY AND OLD MONEY TO THE SVP                                                                

The SVP can get value from all unwanted foreign currency, old and new, as well as old Pounds Sterling.          

Please put your notes and coins into the special basket in the porch and help the work of the SVP to continue. 

USING THE HALL                                                                                                               

Will all groups using the hall please ensure, no matter how inconvenient it may be, that they keep the entrance door 

closed at all times. They should make arrangements for the door to be manned in order to admit only those who are 

expected. There have been recent attempts by unauthorised persons to gain access. The safety of all hall users is 

paramount. Please report any sightings of strangers to the  parish office or clergy. If necessary, call the police.  

ARE YOU ABLE TO GIVE SOMEBODY A LIFT TO MASS?                                                                         
An elderly gentleman from Ena Road, Norbury needs a lift to and from the 6.15pm Mass on Saturdays.                           

Please call the parish office if you can help, whether occasionally or regularly.  

ALTAR SERVER REGISTER                                                                                                        
Would all servers who have not yet done so please complete a record form.  These are in the sacristy. It is also vital 

that all servers aged 18 and above have completed DBS paperwork. The deadline for this is this weekend.  

CONOR ACADEMY OF IRISH DANCING—TRADITIONAL IRISH STEP DANCING                          
Those who attended the Parish AGM were entertained by this group. Boys and girls aged 5 upwards may attend 

classes at St Andrew’s or St James the Great schools on Saturdays. Contact Bridie Willis on 07801 814748. 

THE FAMILY CHOIR                                                                                                             
In order to get the Family Choir up and running once again, we are hoping that someone will come forward to take 
on the rȏle of leader.  If you would like to consider this, please contact Father Deo, Director of Music Tony Price, 

or the Parish Office.  Full support will be provided to help whosoever accepts this task.  



Sunday Masses:  Vigil, Saturday 6.15pm; Sunday: 8.30am, 10am, 11.30am and 5pm 

             Parish Mass Book: This Sunday - p.146 

Weekday Masses: Mon - Fri: 7.30am; Mon – Sat 10am 

Morning Prayer of the Church: Monday - Saturday 9.15am 

Adoration and Benediction: 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am; Sunday 4pm (Rosary and Benediction in May & October)                                                                         

On First Fridays - Adoration after 10am Mass, closing with Benediction at 2pm 

Rosary: Monday - Saturday after the 10am Mass 

Confessions: Saturday, after the 10am Mass, until 11am; then in the afternoon from 5pm to 6pm  

Date Time Intention 

Sunday 29th October 2017 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY                             

IN ORDINARY TIME  
6.15pm (Sat 28th October)  John Greally RIP 

 8.30am Helena & Zygmont Snieg RIP & deceased family 

 10am  Salus Fernandes RIP (1st anniversary) 

 11.30am  Theodore Vicente Fernandes (1st birthday)  

Rosary and Benediction 4pm  

 5pm People of the parish 

Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time:  

Monday 30th October 2017 
7.30am John Joseph Murphy RIP 

 
10am Thanksgiving—Barry & Erna Breese,                 

63rd Wedding Anniversary 

Tuesday 31st October 2017 7.30am For all those in authority in the world 
 10am                                    Antoine Sy-Yan RIP 

                                                             

Wednesday 1st November 2017                                    7.30am Holy Souls 
ALL SAINTS                                         

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

10am                                       

8pm 

Thomas Grogan RIP                                                

People of the parish 

Thursday 2nd November 2017                

ALL SOULS ‘ DAY—Commemoration 7.30am Andrew Strain RIP 
of All the Faithful Departed 10am                                        Gerard Kearney RIP                                             

Friday 3rd November 2017  

St Martin De Porres, Religious (Memorial) 7.30am Margaret Smith RIP 
FIRST FRIDAY Adoration after 10am 

Mass, closing with Benediction at 2pm. 10am                                Gregory Fernandes RIP 
                                                                    

Saturday 4th November 2017   

St Charles Borromeo, Bishop (Memorial)                 10am Christine Strain RIP 

Next Sunday 5th November  2017              

Thirty First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

6.15pm (Sat 4th November) 

 

Cecil & Pat Milne RIP 

 8.30am Andy & May Byrne RIP 

 10am  Deceased Brothers  & families of KSC Council 266 
 11.30am (Polyphony Choir) Francis Butler RIP 

Rosary and Benediction  4pm                        

 5pm People of the parish 

Parish Masses This Week 


