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Thought for Today:  Our Response to God’s Call. 

Today’s Entrance Antiphon anticipates the Joy which will be ours when, following a life of faithfulness to God, we come before 
Him at our Judgement and hear the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant….”.      Today we consider how God provides us, 
through the Pope, Bishops and Priests, the Teachings of the Church and the Sacraments, with the means to reach Eternal Life and 
our fundamental responsibility to make use of these means. 

Isaiah compares weather conditions, which nurture growing crops, with God’s Word, which stimulates our spiritual growth. Of 
course, just as crops cannot grow and flourish without the farmer’s efforts in conjunction with the weather so, to attain Eternal 
Happiness, we must ‘take on board’ and act upon God’s Truth, aided by His Grace. 

The Responsorial Psalm might be read as a ‘companion piece’ to the Gospel, talking lyrically of God the Creator’s limitless Love 
which provides for us in this life, seeks our willing response, and, so, brings us to live forever in Eternal Joy once our time on Earth 
is over. 

Saint Paul, writing to the Romans, acknowledges that our life journey may well, at times, be somewhat arduous, perhaps 
involving suffering but, again, he points to the goal of all earthly life, which is the indescribable happiness of an Eternity with our 
Creator. However, due to our fallen Human Nature, the result of Original Sin, life will rarely be a smooth journey; we will be faced 
by temptations and, as we know, outright opposition to the Truth but, by the Grace of God we will struggle, ‘walk in the Light’ and 
so achieve His Purpose for us. 

Our Lord, in the familiar Parable of the Sower, gives us overviews of different responses to His Call. Some people, sadly, will 
hear the Truth but fail to understand just how crucial it is to ultimate fulfilment in life and head, instead, for apparent success and 
happiness in the here and now. Others, initially eager in their practice of the Faith, will, on encountering challenges, such as hostility 
towards the Faith, or fear of persecution, turn away from the Church, embracing what they see as an ‘easier option’. 

A major stumbling block for some could be the 
growing materialism and declining moral standards 
of the world, so clearly in opposition to our Creator. 
Satan, knowing as he does that God will, in the end, 
triumph over evil, nevertheless does not give up 
tempting souls to join him. Temptations will only 
cease when we enter Eternity.  

Of course, Good Shepherd that He is, God does 
not cease to love, watch over and call each and 
every one of us to Himself until the day we die. 
Those who drift away may, please God, in 
time, return to the practice of their Faith. It is 
an act of Charity (certainly not judgmental) to 
pray for the return of our lapsed Brothers and 
Sisters, sometimes nicknamed ‘resting 
Catholics’. It is exceedingly unwise, however, to gamble one’s Eternity by putting off a return to the Church on the basis that ‘God 
won’t let me be lost’. Saint Augustine reminds us that God created us without our co-operation but makes our Salvation totally 
dependent upon that co-operation throughout our life. God knows (but we can rarely be certain) when we shall die and come before 
Him, but to love Him and go to Heaven is a choice He will not force upon us. Love must come freely from our heart in return for 
His Love, as we meditated more deeply in June. 

Christ’s parable, of course, ends on a ‘high-note’; countless souls will hear, be inspired and live by the Church’s Teachings, thereby 
coming, as planned, to be happy with God forever in Heaven, the “…glory…which is waiting for us”, as Saint Paul writes. 

The Parable of the Sower as illustrated in Hortus deliciarum 
compiled by Herrad of Landsberg at the Hohenburg Abbey in Alsace (12th century). 



Thank you for your generosity 
Last week’s collection came to £1867.00 (£1222.00 in baskets; £645.00 in standing orders.) 
 

The Collection for the Apostleship of the Sea came to £602.00    

Sick and Housebound  If you know of anybody who is sick or housebound, or in a local care home, who is unable 

to come to Mass, and who would like to receive Holy Communion, Reconciliation, an Anointing or a Blessing, 

please contact the parish office. Dedicated  chaplains meet the pastoral needs of Catholic patients in hospitals.  

 

Please pray for our Sick and Housebound parishioners: 
Jessica Anane, Lilian Armstrong, Mrs Austin, Juliette Blake, Alan Blaquiere, Anita Blaquiere, Barry Breese, 
Frances Caulfield, Philip Chapman, Fr Gerald Coates, Audrey Draude, Teresa Florek-Smail, Raffaela Forte, 

Giovanni Franco, Rachel Gadd, Eamon Gillespie, Elaine Gunther, Anne Harris, Agnes Healy, Evelyn Hyland,  
Felix Isichei, Mary Kenny, Elsie McCleave, James McDonald, Breda McDonagh, Michael Madigan,  

Gerard Mascarenhas, Ajitha Mahatantila, Mary Meyern, Edgar Ming, Maria Parnis, Marion Robertson,  
Parwar Saib, Frederic Saint-Rose, Alice Scott, Elizabeth Scott, Christine Shaughnessy, Maggie Sunich, 

Edythe Thirlwall, Anne Timmins (Nee Jones), Monica Vergara, Mary White,  
Ethelda Williams, Carole Winch, Charmaine Wise, Georgette Yoo Foo. 

 

Recently Deceased 
Of your charity, please pray for the happy repose of the soul of Dorothy (Dot) Adams, who died in the early hours 
of Saturday 8th July 2017 at her home in Morden.  Few of you would have known Dot, who, in conjunction with 
John Byrne, did sterling work in managing our Gift Aid scheme until just a few months ago.  It would not have 
happened without her involvement! She thoroughly enjoyed “number crunching” and though not a parishioner, nor 
a Catholic, she gave freely of her time to help our parish.  Our thoughts and prayers as a parish go out to the family.  
 

 

 

Church Cleaning: Group 4:  
Agnes Campbell, Anna Howard, Juliet Mensah,Renata Serrao, Sophia Smith.  

Many of our cleaning groups have shrunk, and so more members are needed to shoulder the burden once every six 
weeks. Please could you help clean God’s house? Kindly contact the parish office. 

 

 

TANZANIA-ON SAFARI WITH FR DEO-2018 
By popular demand, Fr Deo “Attenborough” Msahala will be 
leading a parish trip to his home country next summer. If you are 
interested in  joining Fr Deo, then please check your diaries for 
the period from 25th July to 8th or 11th August 2018, kindly 
declare your interest via the parish office as soon as possible.  
Exact dates, costs and all arrangements have yet to be finalised.   

 
 

IN THE COMING WEEK 

 

Father Deo sets off on his annual summer tr ip to Tanzania 
early this Wednesday morning, returning at the end of August. We 
wish him a safe journey and a happy holiday back home.  
Whilst he is away, we shall be welcoming other priests to cover 
Sunday Masses. These are to include Canon Joseph Collins, 
and, from St Mary’s Clapham, Fr Charles Corrigan CssR. 
 
 

Fr Innocent will be attending a shor t seminar at Aylesford 
next  Tuesday and Wednesday.  Therefore, on Wednesday, we 
shall be welcoming another familiar face to say both our daily 
Masses, Fr Henry Tiku - Wenna, from St Peter ’s in Woolwich. 
 
Sunday 23rd—Coffee Morning with LIFE after the 10am & 
11.30am Masses. Sale of knitted goods also. Proceeds to Zoe’s 
Place Baby Hospital, Liverpool. See: www.zoes-place.org.uk; 
Please give this most deserving charity your full support. 

. 

 

 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME FOR 2018 

Please will all parents who seek to enrol their children in next year’s First Holy Communion Programme please 
collect an application form from the black folder in the porch.  The form includes dates for next year. If you take a 

form, please write your name and your children’s names on the list in that folder. 
 



OUR PARISH AGM                                                                                                               

Advance notice is hereby given of this year’s Parish AGM, to be held on Wednesday 11th October 2017 in the 

parish hall at 7.45pm. This will be followed by a short social event.  Parish Pastoral Council members will be 

present, and parishioners are encouraged to attend and review what the parish has achieved in the last twelve 

months, and indeed to participate in the planning for the coming year .  All parish groups are now invited to submit 

a short written report, with a maximum of 500 words, to be received by the parish. These reports will be available 

for parishioners to read both before and after the AGM. You are strongly encouraged to come along and take part 

in your parish AGM. Please see the posters in all porch areas advertising this important event. 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL                                                                                                      

The minutes of the PPC Meeting held on Wednesday 14th June are now available at the back of the church. An 

archive of Agendas and Minutes may be found on the Web site at www.stbartsnorbury.co.uk/agenda--minutes.html  

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AND OPEN DAYS IN CATHOLIC LIFE                                           
You will find these in the yellow folder in the porch, which currently includes the following:                               

St Philomena’s in Carshalton seek a Midday Supervisor;                                                                                    
Virgo Fidelis in Upper Norwood are looking for a part time secretary and a handyman. 

A DAY WITH MARY                                                                                                              
Saturday 22nd July —St Anselm’s Tooting Bec; Saturday 29th July—Our Lady & St Peter, Wimbledon Common 

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS TO THE CHURCH                                                                                              
Street level access is available to the side of the church, that is via the gallery entrance on Ellison Road. Anybody 
who cannot manage stairs may find this easier than using the front door.  There are large buttons both inside and 
outside the door.  Please note that the doors open OUTWARDS, so please ensure you do not move beyond the 

button on the post outside until the doors have fully opened.  They will remain open whilst you pass through them. 
Please do NOT force the doors, as you could damage them in so doing.  They are electrically controlled and 

managed by a computerised chip. Should you ever experience problems with these doors, please seek help and in 
all cases kindly inform the clergy.  In case of need, we have a folding wheelchair. Please ask if you need to use it. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY                                                                                                            
Whenever you come to church, why not familiarise yourself with the various emergency exits?  It’s always good to 
know where to go in the unlikely event that you need to leave quickly. Look around and look up for the green and 

white fire exit signs, which will guide you towards the quickest way out.  

CONFIRMATION PHOTOGRAPHS & FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PHOTOGRAPHS 
These are on display in the porch, together with an ordering sheet for those who would like to purchase copies. 
Please don’t confuse them with the First Holy Communion photographs, many of which have not been collected 
and paid for.  Please remember that John Taylor does prints photos at his own expense, so please do not delay. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE                                                                                                                             
The Miraculous relic image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Protectress of the Unborn, will be coming to St George’s 

Cathedral, Southwark on Friday 28th July 2017 at 6.30pm. The Service of Reception will be presided over by 
Archbishop Peter Smith. The statue will remain until Monday 31st July, following the Service of Return at 1pm on 

that day. Full details of the programme of events over that weekend may be found on the poster in the porch. 

GIFT AID                                                                                                                     
Please kindly collect your end-of-year letters and envelopes as soon as possible.  The letters are essential for tax 

purposes. They are in the room at the front of the Church, behind Our Lady’s altar. Next year, by popular demand, 
we shall introduce reduced size sets of envelopes for those who give by Standing Order.  It seems rather pointless 

and expensive to maintain sets of boxes which are never collected.  The smaller sets will contain envelopes for 
second collections, with some spares as required, mindful that Standing Orders do not include second collections. 

MASS INTENTIONS                                                                                                              
If you wish Mass to be said for a particular intention, please use one of our new Mass Intentions Envelopes from 
the porch.  We hope that you will find them easy to use. Please complete as many details as you can, and enclose 

your offering.  Please note that what you give is an offering towards the work of the Church, and not a payment for 
the Mass.  There is no set amount, though as a guide, most people tend to give £10.00. Please do not feel 

embarrassed if you are unable to make such an offering.  Please hand your envelope to one of the clergy, the 
collectors or else at the repository. Please be aware that Mass intentions will be moved whenever a funeral takes 
place.  We shall endeavour to contact you, should that be the case. If it is not possible for Mass to be said on the 
particular date and at the time you request, we shall not contact you unless you specifically ask to be informed. 

GOOD NEWS!!!: THOSE OF YOU WHO MAKE THEIR WEEKLY OFFERINGS BY GIFT AID MAY NOW 
GIFT AID THEIR MASS OFFERINGS. PLEASE SEE THE ENVELOPES. 

http://www.stbartsnorbury.co.uk/agenda--minutes.html


Sunday Masses:  Vigil, Saturday 6.15pm; Sunday: 8.30am, 10am, 11.30am and 5pm 

Parish Mass Book: This Sunday - p.102 

Weekday Masses: Mon - Fri: 7.30am; Mon – Sat 10am 

Morning Prayer of the Church: Monday - Saturday 9.15am 

Adoration and Benediction: 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am; Sunday 4pm (Rosary and Benediction in May & October)                                                                         

On First Fridays - Adoration after 10am Mass, closing with Benediction at 2pm 

Rosary: Monday - Saturday after the 10am Mass 

Confessions:                                           Saturday, after the 10am Mass, until 11am; then in the afternoon from 5pm to 6pm  

Date Time Intention 

Sunday 16th July 2017 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME   

6.15pm (Sat 15th July)  Celine Lobo RIP 

COFFEE MORNING  AFTER  ALL 8.30am Dorothy Adams RIP 

MORNING MASSES WITH    10am  Karl Maxwell RIP 

ST JAMES THE GREAT PUPILS 

FOR THE DOGS’ TRUST 
11.30am (Plainchant Choir) Margaret & Patrick Collins RIP 

                                          Benediction 4pm  

 5pm Thanksgiving and special intention—Muoghalu family 
Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time: 

Monday 17th July 2017 

 

7.30am 

 

John Joseph Murphy RIP 

 10am Holy Souls 

Tuesday 18th July 2017 7.30am Holy Souls 

 10am Stephen Cowie RIP 

Wednesday 19th July 2017 7.30am Patsy Bruce RIP 

 10am Hervé Yoo Foo RIP 

Thursday 20th July 2017 7.30am Margaret Watters RIP 

 10am Funeral of Paul George Papa 

Friday 21st July 2017 7.30am Welfare of Andrea Furtado on her graduation 

 10am                                Pietro Mobile RIP 

Saturday 22nd July 2017   

St Mary Magdalene (Memorial)                     10am Ellis Foundation Mass 

Next Sunday 23rd July 2017 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time         

 

6.15pm (Sat 22nd July) 

 

Sauveur & Carmen Vella RIP 

 8.30am Welfare of Ivete Vaz (Birthday) 

COFFEE MORNING WITH LIFE 10am  Nicole Davis RIP 

COFFEE MORNING WITH LIFE 11.30am (Hymn Choir) Vincent Duggan RIP 

                                          Benediction  4pm                        

 5pm People of the parish 

In Our Parish This Week 


