
   SUNDAY 4th FEBRUARY 2018                     FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                     YEAR B 
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A parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark CIO – Registered Incorporated Charity No. 1173050 

The third in our series on the Church as more than just a building: 

The entire building is a teaching aid, so let’s start outside: The building itself, bricks and mortar, is a reminder to us 
that we are members of the Church making up that which is also called Christ’s Mystical Body on Earth. As the 
mortar holds the bricks together, so we Catholics are linked, very closely, by our common Baptism, God’s Grace and 
our Faith in the One True God. When anybody receives Communion, they receive the very same Christ as each of 
their brothers and sisters Worldwide. Have we considered just how close we are to one another in Christ? The term 
Mystical Body of  Christ, of course, refers to a living organisation with each and every member of the Universal (or 
Catholic) Church, described by Saint Paul as 'living stones'. 

The shape of the building, pointing Heavenwards, reminds us of its purpose – to help us raise our minds and hearts in 
Prayer to God. If we could fly over the church, we would see that it is built in the shape of a cross. There are many 
striking churches and cathedrals in Britain and around the world which very clearly have been designed to move us 
to contemplate our Creator, to raise our minds and hearts to God. The spires of the great Gothic cathedrals are a vivid 
sign  of this. Back at Saint Bart’s we see, at the apex of the roof, a Cross, reminding us of Christ's Sacrifice, daily re-
enacted   on the Altar within. How prayerfully do we mark ourselves with this sacred symbol? 

Over the main door is an image, in mosaic, of our Patron, Saint Bartholomew, shown holding the knife with which 
he was flayed (skinned) alive. St Bartholomew is the patron saint of butchers, leather workers and tanners. Over the 
side doors are mosaics of his Martyr’s Crown and Palm of Victory, recalling the fact that, whatever the challenges, 
a wonderful Eternity waits in Heaven for those who do their best to follow God’s Laws while on Earth.  

On entering the church porch we need to consider where we are and  why we 
have come to church, sometimes referred to as a Sacred Space.     Who is our 
first priority? We make the Sign of the Cross with Holy Water. This is a 
reminder of our Baptism, '...in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit...' when Original Sin was washed away, we became a child of 
God and our Soul was flooded with Sanctifying Grace. We do this for 
ourselves and for any of our Children who are too small to do this for 
themselves; in this way we are teaching them a holy and beautiful custom. 
There are Holy Water stoups (bowls) at each entrance to the church. At the 
Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday Masses we   are invited to renew for ourselves 
the Promises made on  our behalf at our own Baptism. At times during the 
Liturgical Year, Father will process round the church and bless us with Holy 
Water.     On the day that a man and woman take their solemn vows to remain 
lovingly faithful for the rest of their lives, Wedding Rings are blessed with 
Holy Water. When a person dies, their coffin is sprinkled with  Holy Water, 
recalling that, “In Baptism s/he died   (to sin) in Christ…” and asking that they 
may now share in His Risen Life in Heaven. 

 

 

 



Thank you for your generosity 
Collection for 28th January 2018: £2043.00 (£1398.00 in baskets; £645.00 in standing orders). 

The second collection for Racial Justice came to £569.00. 
LIFE raised £106.00 at last week’s Coffee Morning, for Zoe’s Place Baby Hospice: www.zoes-place.org.uk  

 

Next weekend, there will be a Second Collection for Poor Parishes. This collection enables the Archbishop to make 
grants to poorer parishes in the diocese. We are most fortunate here at St Bartholomew, so we ask you to be as 

generous as you can, given the many calls upon your finances in these difficult times. Gift Aid givers will find a 
specially marked blue envelope in their boxes.  However, due to a printing error, that particular envelope has been 

incorrectly dated 25th February.  Please do use that envelope, and just change the date if you remember .         
As ever, those giving by Standing Order will need to collect their boxes from the Gift Aid room.                         

 
WELCOME 

 

We welcome once again Canon Joseph Collins to say the 10am & 11.30am Masses both this weekend and next. 
 
 

 
 

   

 
 
 

Sick and Housebound:  If you know of anybody who is sick or housebound, or in a local care home, who is unable 

to come to Mass, and who would like to receive Holy Communion, Reconciliation, an Anointing or a Blessing, 

please contact the parish office. Dedicated  chaplains meet the pastoral needs of Catholic patients in hospitals.         

Please pray for our Sick and Housebound parishioners:                                                                               

Jessica Anane, Lilian Armstrong, Mrs Austin, Juliette Blake, Alan Blaquiere, Anita Blaquiere, Barry Breese, Erna Breese, 

Frances Caulfield, Audrey Draude, Teresa Florek-Smail, Raffaela Forte, Giovanni Franco, Rachel Gadd,  Eamon Gillespie, 

Elaine Gunther, Anne Harris, Agnes Healy, Evelyn Hyland, Mary Kenny, Elsie McCleave, James McDonald,                        

Breda McDonagh, Michael Madigan, Ajitha Mahatantila, Gerard Mascarenhas, Charmaine Meli, Mary Meyern,                        

Janina Miller, Maria Parnis, Marion Robertson, Parwar Saib, Frederic Saint-Rose, Alice Scott, Elizabeth Scott,              

Maggie Sunich, Edythe Thirlwall, Monica Vergara, Mary White, Ethelda Williams, Carole Winch, John Windsor,   

Charmaine Wise,  Georgette Yoo Foo, Tony Zammit. 

RECENTLY DECEASED                                                                                                            

Of your charity, please pray  for the happy repose of the soul of Father Egdehonghon John Ehichioya, assistant priest at        

St Andrew’s in  Thornton Heath, who died peacefully in the morning of Thursday 1st February 2018. Our thoughts and 

prayers as a parish go out to Father John’s family and to his brother priests from Nigeria who serve the Church in this country 

and indeed to all the clergy and parishioners of St Andrew’s.  May his immortal soul rest in the peace of the Risen Christ. 
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CHURCH CLEANING IN THE COMING WEEK - GROUP  2 please:   Barbara Baichu, Jackie Byrne, 
Mary Duah, Doris Fosua, Helen Igbedion, Mary Odusanya, Victoria Okonko. If you can spare an hour or two 
every six weeks or so, or perhaps more often, to help clean the House of God, please get in touch with the parish 
office, so that you may be allocated to a group. We do need more people to come forward so as to avoid the burden 
landing on those who clean on a regular basis. 
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME                                                                                                       
The second session takes place this coming Wednesday 7th February commencing at 7.30pm sharp.  Parents are 
kindly requested to ensure that candidates arrive in good time.  Candidates should bring their folders with them. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME- PREPARING TO GO FORTH                                                
As is traditional in this parish, the parents of last year’s First Holy Communicants help to organise the Going Forth  
Lunch, which this year will take place on Sunday 1st July 2018 at 1pm. Would those parents able to assist Teresa 
Furtado with this event are kindly asked to contact her by email: trizfurtado@aol.com.  Help will be required for 

preparation, shopping, setting up the hall and the preparation and serving of food.   

THE REPOSITORY                                                                                                               
Stock has arrived which includes your requirements for St Patrick’s Day, Mothers’ Day and Easter.  As always, 

once it’s gone, it’s gone!  Don’t forget your bargain priced 2018 diaries at only 30p each! There are two different 
diaries.  Their price is kept low by advertising, and some local businesses have advertisements in them, many of 
which are owned and run by parishioners.  The glossy diary contains several popular Catholic prayers and some 

pictures of St Bartholomew’s.  We hope that you will purchase one as a memento of your parish. 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING                                                                                              
The next meeting of the PPC will take place this coming Wednesday 7th February at 8pm in the presbytery. 

 COFFEE MORNINGS                                                                                                              
There are still many spaces available for those individuals or groups wishing to hold a Coffee Morning after 

Sunday Masses, with the exception of August.  If you or your parish group wish to have a coffee morning to raise 
funds for your group or else a particular good cause, please enquire of the Parish Office for available dates.    

 



 
BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSES 2018 AND ARRANGING BAPTISM                                                                       

If you seek Baptism for your child, you must attend a Baptism Preparation Course, unless you have been on one in 

the three years prior to this Baptism In every case, please complete a Baptism Details Form, which you will find in 

the main porch.  Please read it carefully, complete it in full and hand it to the parish office or to one of our clergy.  

The next course takes place across two consecutive evenings, which are Tuesdays 17th & 24th April 2018 at 8pm.  

CHILDREN’S LITURGY GROUP                                                                                                              

The Children's Liturgy group need some adult supporters willing to come to our sessions about once a month to 

help supervise the children  at the 10am Mass on Sundays.  We have to adhere to a strict adult/child ratio and have 

plenty of group leaders but simply require another adult present.  Anyone wishing to sit in on a session and see 

what is involved should speak to Linda Harries (07770 623 230) or just come to a session and introduce yourself to 

the Catechist.   A DBS check will be required to be carried out on every adult, so please be prepared to complete 

forms and provide documentation. As a reminder, all children from school nursery age up to year 2 are welcome to 

attend - Year 3's are expected to remain in the church to support their First Holy Communion learning. 

VOTIVE CANDLE STANDS                                                                                                         
Our new electric votive candle stands have been generally well received. The buttons on the new votive light 

stands have proven somewhat irresistible to children.  Please try to discourage them from pressing them.  

A DAY WITH MARY - SATURDAY 17TH FEBRUARY 2018                                                                            
This event is just two weeks away.  Posters are now up and flyers are available in the porch. Please distribute these 

to anybody who might be interested. Father Innocent will be celebrating Mass and preaching. Please mark your 
diaries so that you may attend if you are able to do so. 

READERS AND EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION                                              
Please now consider the March Rota, which will run up to and including Palm Sunday, 25th March 2018. Please be 

pro-active in advising of your availability.   It really would help if you would do this sooner rather than later, so 
that the rotas may be drawn up. Please also consider Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil on Holy 

Saturday night and Easter Sunday itself, bearing in mind that there will be no 5pm Mass on Easter Sunday. If you  
are interested in reading at Mass, or would like to be considered as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, 

please see Father Deo or Father Innocent.   

THE PILGRIM  - OUR ARCHDIOCESAN NEWSPAPER                                                                                       
This month’s edition has now arrived. We do not make a charge, so please consider a donation towards the cost. 

CATHOLIC TRUTH SOCIETY (CTS)                                                                                                 
The CTS rack now contains a new selection of pocket-sized booklets, all of which look at various aspects of our 

Catholic Faith and what the Church teaches on a wide range of social issues. Why not take a look? 

THE POLYPHONY CHOIR IS SEEKING AN ORGANIST                                                                                
The Polyphony Choir is looking for an organist to accompany them for the Masses and Services                             

at which they sing, and for the last two Tuesday evening practices each month. This opportunity may suit a                   
grade 7-8 pianist wishing to extend their keyboard abilities to the pipe organ. Sight-reading skills a huge advantage. 

A monthly stipend is available, negotiable according to ability.                                                             
Please contact Tony Price at director@polychoir.co.uk or 020 8647 4435 for more details.  

LENT                                                                                                                         
Lent is fast approaching, commencing on Ash Wednesday, February 14th 2018. As usual, we plan to have three 

Masses that day, at 7.30am, 10am and 8pm, so that as many of you as possible will be able to receive ashes at the 
beginning of this season of preparation for the Resurrection of Christ at Easter. Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting 

and abstinence, and it marks the beginning of the time for fulfilling the requirement of Easter Communion.  

CAFOD LENT FAST DAY                                                                                                          
Family Fast Day is set for Friday 23rd February 2018. As usual, we are asked to make a sacrifice for our brethren 
in poorer countries, remembering that God’s Love is for everybody on this earth, regardless of their status in life. 
We are called to help those less fortunate than ourselves, many of whose lives are full of deprivation, hunger and 

disease. Were it not for the work of organisations such as CAFOD, as well as television and newspapers, we would 
have no idea what our brothers and sisters face.  But we can and must help them by forgoing some of our luxuries 
in order to help meet their needs.  Indeed, the many things which we take for granted are all too often luxuries to 

them. Lent Fast Day envelopes are now available in the porch, so please take one home for your family and 
perhaps discuss what you might like to do as a family in order to mark Family Fast Day. You are encouraged to use 

these special CAFOD envelopes, particularly if you wish to Gift Aid your offering.  The British Government has 
pledged to double all your donations, and of course Gift Aid will further enhance what you are able to give.  

mailto:director@polychoir.co.uk


Sunday Masses:  Vigil, Saturday 6.15pm; Sunday: 8.30am, 10am, 11.30am and 5pm 

             Parish Mass Book: This Sunday - p.134 

Weekday Masses: Mon - Fri: 7.30am; Mon – Sat 10am 

Morning Prayer of the Church: Monday - Saturday 9.15am 

Adoration and Benediction: 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am; Sunday 4pm (Rosary & Benediction in May & October)

On First Fridays - Adoration after 10am Mass, closing with Benediction at 2pm 

Rosary: Monday - Saturday after the 10am Mass 

Confessions:                                                  Saturday, after the 10am Mass, until 11am; then in the afternoon from 5pm to 6pm  

Date Time Intention 

Sunday 4th February 2018                   

FIFTH SUNDAY IN                         

ORDINARY TIME 
6.15pm (Saturday 3rd Feb)  John Maguire RIP 

 8.30am Norah & Miah Moynihan RIP 

 10am  People of the parish 

 11.30am (Polyphony choir) Thanksgiving - Jonathan Asuem 

Benediction 4pm  

 5pm Fr Egdehonghon John Ehichioya RIP 

                                                                   

Monday 5th February 2018 7.30am Elizabeth Morgan - Killoran RIP 
St Agatha, Virgin and Martyr (Memorial) 10am                                                                                          Thomas Lenehan RIP 

                                                                  

Tuesday 6th February 2018 7.30am Welfare of Sister St Thomas More M.C. 
St Paul Miki and Companions,               

Martyrs (Memorial) 

10am                                    Thanksgiving - Chidimma Muoghalu 

                                                             

Wednesday 7th February 2018 7.30am Holy Souls 
 10am                                        Helen Keogh RIP 

Thursday 8th February 2018 7.30am Holy Souls 
St Josephine Bakhita, Virgin (Memorial) 

Day for Victims of Trafficking 

10am                                        Eunice Onyeakaroro RIP 

Friday 9th February 2018  7.30am Welfare of Mrs Pat Luddy 
 10am                                Holy Souls 
                                                                

Saturday 10th February 2018                      

St Scholastica, Virgin (Memorial) 

                                                        

10am                                              

                                                                                       

Holy Souls 

Next Sunday 11th February 2018            

SIXTH SUNDAY IN                       

ORDINARY TIME 

 

6.15pm (Saturday 10th Feb) Margaret Nawrat - 90th Birthday 

 8.30am Rev Francis De Sa RIP 

 10am  Patrick Egan RIP 

                                                                  11.30am  Rose Rego - 60th Wedding Anniversary 

Benediction  4pm                        

 5pm People of the parish 

Parish Masses This Week 


