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On Palm Sunday, we approach the climax of Our Lord’s Mission to save us. He 
established the One True Church which offers us the fullness of the Truth He 
brought and the means to persevere in Grace until death. Although God 
Incarnate, He atoned to the Father for our sins. The Eternal Son of the Father 
would be, in a ‘rigged’ trial, falsely accused of blasphemy and subsequently 
Crucified on Calvary. As far as those who opposed Him were concerned, 
‘problem solved!’ 

Today, at the 11:30 Mass, we begin our Liturgy outside the church and, starting 
from the hall, we process to the church, commemorating our Lord’s triumphant 
Entry into Jerusalem: Through the words of the Entrance Antiphon, we join the 
rapturous crowds who, on that day, gave Christ the King a ‘royal welcome’, 

lauding Him, truly, as ‘…he who comes in the name of the Lord…’, carpeting his route with palms. The Palm Crosses 
which we receive today should prompt us to contemplate His Offering of His Life in order to restore our Eternity. They 
should also inspire us to pray that we may offer our ‘Crosses’ (i.e. setbacks and sufferings) which God permits us to 
bear in this life, in loving union with His Passion and Death, so bringing us to live eternally with Him. 

Through the Gospel account, read in the hall (Mark 11:1-10),  we follow the final preparations for the Entry into 
Jerusalem and Christ’s welcome by the crowds, many of whom would later be calling for His Death! How many times 
have we reacted uncharitably to someone who, perhaps out of loving concern, pointed out our faults to us? 

The First Reading read in church, (Isaiah 50:4-7), puts before us Isaiah’s prophecy of the brutal treatment meted out to 
God Incarnate. While, especially in more anti-Semitic times, the Jewish People were conveniently portrayed as the 
‘villains of the piece’, we would do well to consider that each and every one of us, each and every sin committed until 
the end of time, caused our Saviour to Die. 

Through the words of the Responsorial psalm (Psalm 21: 8-9, 17-20, 23-24, response v2) we are pr ivileged to join in 
spirit with Our Lord, hanging in agony on the Cross, uttering that seeming cry of despair, ‘My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?’ Just as we must never presume that we can get to Heaven without the help of God’s Grace, neither 
must we commit the sin of Judas, despairing that God cannot or will not forgive us, if we repent of the gravest of sins. 

Saint Paul, writing to the Philippians (Philippians 2:6-11) lays before us true Humility. Chr ist Himself, Second 
Person of the Trinity though He is, brought Himself down to our Human level (‘…in all things but sin…’), innocently 
died a criminal’s death, and demonstrated to us the immense Power of God, Who alone, can triumph ultimately over 
evil, however crushed we may be by it. We proclaim this Truth in the Gospel Acclamation (Philippians 2:8-9).  

Finally, in the Gospel (Mark 14:1-15:47), the Passion nar rative, we hear  of  the betrayal of Our  Lord by Judas, 
the Last Supper and first Ordination Mass and Christ’s Agony as He contemplated, in Gethsemane, the horrors of His 
coming Passion and the sins of all time for which He was to Atone. We stand witness to the desertion of the Disciples, 
to the sham trial and the brutality of His captors, to Peter’s denial of his Master, and then to the agonising Crucifixion 
and Death of our Blessed Lord, followed by His Burial in the Tomb. 

How obviously do our lives as Catholics demonstrate our Faith and stand as a ‘sign of contradiction’? Do our words and 
actions show others that we really believe that, ‘Christ has Died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again!’?  



Thank you for your generosity 
Collection for 18th March 2018: £1673.00 (£1028.00 in baskets; £645.00 in standing orders).    

    

GIFT AID SCHEME 
Due to such low numbers last weekend, brought on by the inclement weather, our “Money Sunday” talk was 
postponed.  It will now take place after Easter. If you would like to join the Gift Aid scheme for your weekly 

offerings, at no extra cost to yourself, please come and pick up some information and forms to complete.  The Gift 
Aid Organiser will be able to answer any questions you may have, if you would route these via the parish office.  
New Gift Aid envelopes for the coming tax year (which commences 6th April 2018) are now available for you to 
collect from the room behind Our Lady’s Altar.  Some boxes have been re-numbered. In fact, all envelopes for  
those who give by Standing Order have been re-numbered.  You may wish to change the bank reference on 
your standing orders, though this is not obligatory. Those who give by standing order have also been allocated a 

reduced size set of envelopes, which are for second collections (except those where the charity concerned issues its 
own envelopes), and which are cheaper to produce. Standing Orders do not cover second collections, and if you 
wish to contribute to them, then you will still need these extra envelopes. If you are in a position to review your 

regular standing order, this might be a good time to do so. We appeal to you all to collect your envelopes, and not 
leave them here; posting costs are high. Please note that, since the majority of End of Year letters produced are 

generally never collected, it has been decided to issue letters upon request. Please simply contact the parish office, 
and a letter will be issued to you as from the end of this tax year.   

 
 

 

Please pray for our Sick and Housebound parishioners:                                                                               

Jessica Anane, Lilian Armstrong, Juliette Blake, Alan Blaquiere, Anita Blaquiere, Barry Breese, Erna Breese,                         

Frances Caulfield, Jean Cowie, Audrey Draude, Teresa Florek-Smail, Raffaela Forte, Giovanni Franco, Rachel Gadd,    

Elaine Gunther, Anne Harris, Agnes Healy, Evelyn Hyland, David Lacey, Elsie McCleave, James McDonald,                         

Breda McDonagh, Michael Madigan, Ajitha Mahatantila, Gerard Mascarenhas, Charmaine Meli, Mary Meyern,                      

Janina Miller, Maria Parnis, Marion Robertson, Parwar Saib, Frederic Saint-Rose, Alice Scott, Elizabeth Scott,                     

Maggie Sunich, Tony Tambirasa, Edythe Thirlwall, Monica Vergara, Mary White, Ethelda Williams, Carole Winch,             

John Windsor, Charmaine Wise,  Georgette Yoo Foo, Tony Zammit.                                                               

If you know of anybody who is sick or housebound, or in a local care home, who is unable to come to Mass,           

and who would like to receive Holy Communion, Reconciliation, an Anointing or a Blessing,                                  

please contact the parish office. Dedicated  chaplains meet the pastoral needs of Catholic patients in hospitals.   

RECENTLY DECEASED                                                                                                            

Of your charity, please pray for the happy repose of the soul of Eamon Gillespie, of Hilldown Road, who went to 

meet the Risen Lord on Wednesday 21st March 2018. Our prayers and condolences as a parish go to the family. 

Eamon’s funeral will take place here at 10am on Monday 26th March 2018.  His body will be buried in Ireland. 
 

6 
 

CHURCH CLEANING IN THE COMING WEEK - GROUP  2 please:                                                                
Jeannette Da Silva, Brigid Griffin, Joyce Ippoliti, Berni Knight,  

Christiana Muoghalu, Antoinette Nwanoneze, Blessing Otite . Could you help clean the church? 

 
 

ALTAR SERVERS - HOLY WEEK & EASTER - PLEASE CHECK THE DATES BELOW CAREFULLY  
Maundy Thursday, 29th March - Mass at 8pm. Practice: Wednesday 28th March at 7.30pm; 

Good Friday, 30th March - Service at 3pm. Practice: Good Friday Morning at 10.30am; 
Easter Vigil, Holy Saturday 31st March - Mass at 8.30pm. Practice: Holy Saturday Morning at 10.30am. 

 

PARISH EASTER CARD                                                                                                           
Please take one of these away with you.  These cards convey to you  Easter greetings from all our clergy.            

The card contains details of every Mass and service which will be taking place between now and Easter Monday.  
Please read it carefully, and keep it for reference. By tradition, your Easter Offering goes to your priests.  For this 

purpose, special Easter envelopes have been provided.  If you give by Gift Aid, please use the nominated envelope 
contained in your boxes.  However, if you use a special Easter envelope, please write your Gift Aid number on it. 

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA                                                                                                          
This year, for the first time, we shall be praying the Divine Mercy Novena as a parish, commencing on Good 
Friday.  The Novena will then continue on a daily basis right through to Easter Saturday. We shall pray this 

Novena together daily in church from Easter Monday to Easter Friday at 7.30pm, with Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament included. On Easter Saturday, the novena will take place at 9.30am, before the  10am Mass. On Divine 
Mercy Sunday (Low Sunday) itself, 7th April 2018, devotions continue at 3pm, including Veneration of the Divine 

Mercy image, and Benediction.  We hope that as many of you as possible will take part in this beautiful cycle of 
prayer. Special booklets will be available, and the Divine Mercy picture will be displayed throughout. 

PARISH OFFICE                                                                                                                
The Parish Office will be closed from Good Friday to Easter Monday, and will Reopen on Tuesday 3rd April 2018. 



CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME                                                                                                       
Session 6 for candidates takes place in the hall on Wednesday 18th April 2018 from 7.30pm - 9pm.                                
Please put this session in your diaries now, and kindly ensure that all candidates arrive in good time.                   

Our Confirmation candidates attended their “Awayday” at the British Home, Upper Norwood, on Saturday 17th 
March 2018. Although the snow made a reappearance, it didn’t dampen their spirits on the day! After the 

Confirmandi had been given a brief history of the Home, they analysed work on Catholic Social Teaching, as well 
as examining the persecution & injustices faced by some Christians around the world. For many of our group, it 

was also their first experience of participating in Benediction. The candidates got involved in lots of fun activities 
too and concluded a great day with a quiz.  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME                                                                                               
Session 8 for candidates, entitled “Fruit of the Vine” will take place in the upper hall on Saturday 21st April 2018 

from 10am - 11.30am. Please diarise for this session, ensuring that all candidates arrive in good time. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSES 2018 AND ARRANGING BAPTISM                                                                       

If you seek Baptism for your child, you must attend a Baptism Preparation Course, unless you have done so in the 

three years prior to this Baptism. In every case, please complete a Baptism Details Form, which you will find in the 

main porch. Please read it carefully, complete it in full and hand it to the parish office or to one of our clergy.      

The next course takes place across two consecutive evenings, which are Tuesdays 17th & 24th April 2018 at 8pm.  

READERS AND EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION                                              
The rota for April 7th/8th through to April 28th/29th is being prepared. Please kindly advise the parish office 

urgently, and in any event no later than this coming Wednesday with your availability. After such a struggle to put 
together the Easter Rota, it would be much appreciated if all of you would kindly come forward for the new rota. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS                                                                                                        
On Sundays during the Season of Lent, there are Stations of the Cross at 4pm, followed by Benediction.             

Also, each Friday evening, at 7.30pm during Lent, Stations of the Cross have been led by various parish groups.     
This Friday, 23rd March 2018, members of the St Anne’s Group will be leading us.  

PALM SUNDAY STATIONS OF THE CROSS                                                                                            
The Polyphony Choir will be joining us at 4pm on Palm Sunday for Stations of the Cross.  Do come along, 

particularly if you have not been able to make it to Stations at other times during Lent. Pray the Stations of the 
Cross by St Alphonsus Ligouri, and sing the beautiful verses of the Stabat Mater. Immerse yourself in the journey 
Christ made from his condemnation to death by Pilate, to his crucifixion, death and entombment. Imagine yourself 

in the crowd that watched Jesus, and wonder what it must have been like to witness his journey to Calvary. 

CHILDREN’S STATIONS OF THE CROSS                                                                                                      
This takes place on Good Friday at 12 Noon.  The rehearsal will be in the church on Maundy Thursday at 3pm. 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER POSTERS                                                                                                   
The Knights of St Columba will be distributing their traditional posters today, for you to take home and place in 

your window. A voluntary donation to the Diocesan Seminary fund would be gratefully received. 

PALM SUNDAY PALMS                                                                                                            
As a change this year, we shall be distributing Palm Crosses, coincidentally made by poor workers in Tanzania.  
Many people ask for crosses to be made, and this means that everybody will get one.  These palm crosses are 

intended for all Masses this weekend, and you are kindly asked to take only what you need.  

YOUTH CLUB ANNUAL GRAND NATIONAL SWEEPSTAKE                                                                            
Saturday 14th April 2018 from 2pm until 6pm, with the race itself scheduled for 5.15pm. Please take a flyer, and 

get your bookings in to Eddie Sanders directly or via the parish office.  Eddie may be contacted on 020 8333 0690. 

COFFEE MORNING TODAY WITH THE CONFIRMATION GROUP AFTER ALL MASSES                                                
This will be after the 8.30am,10am and 11.30am Masses, bearing in mind that the 11.30am Mass starts in the hall,             

so time may be a little tight.  Please support our Confirmandi to raise money for their charities, namely the            
St Vincent de Paul (SVP) in our parish and the British Home in Upper Norwood, where they had their “Awayday”. 

REPOSITORY                                                                                                                   
Easter stock is still available, together with items for Confirmation and First Holy Communion. 

OVER 55’S TEA CLUB                                                                                                                   
The Over 55’s Club is back,  under new management and with a new branding! Every Friday, starting on             

Friday 13th April 2018, we shall be running a Tea club from 2pm to 4pm in the upper hall.  Why not come along 
and catch up with old friends and new over a cuppa and cake? Enjoy various forms of entertainment each week, 

such as bingo, films, singalongs etc! The world is your oyster! We look forward to seeing you!                               
Please see the eye-catching posters in the porch areas!  



Sunday Masses:  Vigil, Saturday 6.15pm; Sunday: 8.30am, 10am, 11.30am and 5pm 

             Parish Mass Book: This Sunday - p.181; 186;187 (depending upon which Mass you attend) 

Weekday Masses: Mon - Fri: 7.30am; Mon – Sat 10am 

Morning Prayer of the Church: Monday - Saturday 9.15am 

Adoration and Benediction: 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am; Sunday 4pm (Rosary & Benediction in May & October)

On First Fridays - Adoration after 10am Mass, closing with Benediction at 2pm 

Rosary: Monday - Saturday after the 10am Mass 

Confessions:                                                  Saturday, after the 10am Mass, until 11am; then in the afternoon from 5pm to 6pm  

Date Time Intention 

Sunday 25th March 2018                     

PALM SUNDAY   
6.15pm (Saturday 24th March)  Carmen & Sauveur Vella RIP 

Confirmation Coffee Morning after Mass 8.30am Anthony Agius RIP 

Confirmation Coffee Morning after Mass 10am  George Meyern RIP 

Confirmation Coffee Morning after Mass 11.30am (Hymn & Plainchant)   

(This Mass starts in the hall) 

People of the parish 

Stations of the Cross & Benediction 4pm          (Polyphony Choir )  

Churches Together in Norbury Service                      

at Norbury Baptist Church, Semley Road 

5pm                                                      

                                        

6.30pm 

The Holy Souls in Purgatory 

                                                                   

Monday 26th March 2018 7.30am Ellis Foundation Mass 
 10am                                                                                          Funeral of Eamon Gillespie RIP 

                                                                  

Tuesday 27th March 2018 7.30am Tony Smith RIP 
LENTEN DAY OF PENITENCE 10am                                    Thanksgiving - Clark family 

Confessions and Adoration after 10am 

Mass, with Benediction at 7pm.    

Wednesday 28th March 2018 7.30am Dominic Cu Van Tran RIP 
(Please note the earlier time of this Mass) 9.30am                                                                                                                               Con Evans & Padraig Kilgannon RIP 

Maundy Thursday 29th March 2018                       
  

 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 8pm                                   People of the parish 

Good Friday 30th March 2018    
Walk of Witness from Norbury Park 10.45am  
Children’s Stations of the Cross                       

Solemn Celebration of the Lord’s 

Passion, Veneration of the Cross and 

Holy Communion  & commencement of 

the Divine Mercy Novena              

Stations of the Cross  

12 Noon                                            

3pm                                                                                  

   

                                                                    

                                                                      

8pm 

                                                                                     

COLLECTION FOR THE HOLY PLACES 

 

 

Holy Saturday 31st March                         

EASTER VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT 

Next Sunday 1st April 2018            

EASTER  SUNDAY  

                                                  

8.30pm  (Polyphony Choir ) 

                                                                                               

People of the parish 

 8.30am People of the parish 

 10am  Florence & Francis Abraham RIP 

 11.30am                          Albert Francis Rego RIP 

NB: No Benediction or 5pm Mass   
   

Parish Masses This Week 


