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Being a Catholic in today’s world can present many a challenge. Take a look at the Ten Commandments then see, in the 
news and, sadly, in what often passes for the entertainment media, how so many of God’s Laws are openly flouted. One 
may well be regarded as very ‘uncool’ among one’s peers, for instance, perhaps even among some fellow-Christians, 
should one manifestly live according to the Moral Teachings of the Church. Should a person have the moral strength to 
promote these laws and point out how they are so often ‘watered down’ or simply disregarded, they may, paradoxically, 
be labelled ‘unchristian’. Our First Communicants, the Church of the Future, will, next Sunday, look towards the vital 
role which they, too, are called to play as they ‘Go Forth’. Let us pray for them and their Parents, that they will not falter 
in their God-given Mission! 

Today, though a Sunday, the Church ‘sets aside’ Ordinary Time and focuses our attention on a man who, most certainly, 
would not have many fans today, rather probably many enemies! During his own lifetime, his preaching of the 
unchangeable Truth landed him in prison and eventually cost him his life! Saint John the Baptist, whose nativity (or 
birth) we celebrate today, was truly, as should we all be, ‘a Sign of Contradiction’. Today’s readings emphasise the 
qualities required of a practising Catholic. John is ‘introduced’, so to speak, in the Entrance Antiphon (John 1: 6-7; Luke 
1:17), ‘…He came to testify to the Light, to prepare a people fit…’ for Christ’s Coming. In the First Reading, we hear 
the familiar prophecy of John’s Mission by the Prophet Isaiah (49:1-6): the Baptist, chosen as the Last of the Prophets, is 
to preach incisively, cutting through evil like, ‘…a sharp sword…’ penetrating to the Truth like ‘…a sharpened 
arrow…’ His task is to form God’s Chosen People, equipping them for the mission (in which we are, today, through 
Baptism, called to join) to be ‘…the light of the nations…’ spreading the Truth world wide. 

The Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 138: 1-3, 13-15 response v 14)) is a beautiful hymn of praise to our Creator who, ever 
lovingly watchful, knows us better than we know ourselves, offering us His Grace if we will accept and cooperate with it. 

The Second Reading (Acts 13:22-26) highlights Jesus’ descent from King David, ‘… a man after my (God’s) own 
heart…’ and John the Baptist, his humble herald, who was only too aware of his ‘littleness’ before the Lord whose 
Coming he was announcing. How often is one guilty of the sin of pride in refusing to accept ‘…the way of the Lord…’? 

The Alleluia Verse (cf Lk. 1:76) quotes John’s father Zechariah’s words (as we may pray them in the Prayer, the 
Benedictus) again echoing the Old Testament Prophecy of John’s coming Mission. 

Finally, through the words of the Gospel (Luke 1:57-66, 80), we witness a profound moment. Zechariah had been bereft 
of speech since he had expressed doubts over the Angel’s prophecy that, in their old age, he and his wife, Elizabeth 
would conceive a son. Now, in publicly confirming that his God-given son will be named, as God wills, inscribing on a 

writing tablet, “His name is John.”, Zechariah is given back the power of speech, leaving his hearers in 
no doubt, surely, of God’s active Presence among His people. 

John the Baptist, points us towards the Lord. Indeed, if you go into the retro chapel, there you will see a 
statue of St John the Baptist, with one arm raised, pointing upwards with his right forefinger.  Our task is 
not an easy one but, at Fátima, addressing the three little shepherds and referring, at the time, particularly 
to the Conversion of Russia from atheism, Our Blessed Lady prophesied that ‘…my Immaculate Heart 
will Triumph…’ She still calls out to us, her children, today. Our Lady and the Saints are ever watchful 
over us. They, above all, know the great challenges we face in living and proclaiming our Faith. May we, 
like John, work tirelessly and with determination towards the ultimate triumph of Good over evil! 

 



Thank you for your generosity 
The collection for Sunday 17th June 2018 came to £1699.00 (£999.00 in baskets &  £700.00 in Standing Orders). 

You also kindly gave £577.00 to the Day for Life Collection last weekend. 
 

The SVP still have some uncollected raffle prizes, won at their Coffee Morning. Please call at the Parish Office:  
Green Ticket Nos: 11, 55 (serial number 456970) & Yellow Ticket No: 631 (serial number 558019). 

 
 

GIFT AID SCHEME  
Weekly Offering envelopes are a pale green colour; Envelopes for diocesan second collections are yellow.                                

Please note that not every second collection falls within the Diocesan Gift Aid scheme, so where there is no marked 
envelope provided, you should put your offering straight into the basket.                                                    

Charities such as CAFOD, MISSIO, APS etc, issue their own envelopes and collect Gift Aid themselves, 
inviting you to complete your details on the reverse of those envelopes in order to Gift Aid your contribution.              

Please destroy all old envelopes. If you have left the Gift Aid Scheme, please stop using envelopes altogether. 
Numbered envelopes may only ever be used by the person who has signed the Gift Aid Declaration.  

Never use anybody else’s envelope, even with the  number crossed out. Never share envelopes with others. 
 To join this scheme, please contact John Byrne via the Parish Office. Through the Gift Aid scheme, the parish can 

reclaim tax you have already paid, at no extra cost to yourself, if you are a taxpayer and you qualify for the scheme. 
If you require an End of Year letter for tax purposes, kindly contact the Parish Office.  

 
Please pray for our Sick and Housebound parishioners:                                                                                

Under the new GDPR rules, any new names added to our list must be with the approval of those named.                          

Jessica Anane, Lilian Armstrong, Juliette Blake, Alan Blaquiere, Anita Blaquiere, Barry Breese, Erna Breese,                    

Frances Caulfield, Jean Cowie, Reeda D’Souza, Audrey Draude, Teresa Florek-Smail,                                  

Raffaela Forte,  Raffaele Forte, Giovanni Franco, Rachel Gadd, Elaine Gunther, Anne Harris, Agnes Healy,  

Evelyn Hyland, Baby Scarlett Kurowski, David Lacey, Elsie McCleave, James McDonald, Breda McDonagh, 

Michael Madigan, Ajitha Mahatantila, Gerard Mascarenhas, Charmaine Meli, Ruby Mendez, Mary Meyern,  

Janina Miller, Maria Parnis, Marion Robertson, Parwar Saib, Frederic Saint-Rose, Alice Scott, Elizabeth Scott,                  

Christine Shaughnessy, Maggie Sunich, Tony Tambirasa, Edythe Thirlwall, Monica Vergara, Mary White, 

Ethelda Williams, Carole Winch, John Windsor, Charmaine Wise,  Georgette Yoo Foo, Tony Zammit.                                  

If you know of anybody who is sick or housebound, or in a local care home, who is unable to come to Mass,           

and who would like to receive Holy Communion, Reconciliation, an Anointing or a Blessing,                                  

please ask them or their legal representatives to contact the parish office as per the new GDPR legislation.     

RECENTLY DECEASED                                                                                                            

Of your charity, please pray for the happy repose of the soul of Gerardine Michelle Bernadette Larkin, of London 

Road, and late of Hilldown Road, the sister of John Larkin. Gerardine died on Wednesday 20th June 2018.               

Her funeral will take place here this coming Wednesday 27th June 2018 at 10am.                                               
 

 

               CHURCH CLEANING IN THE COMING WEEK GROUP  4                                                          
Agnes Campbell, Anna Howard, Juliet Mensah, Renata Serrao, Sophia Smith, Amarachi Soribe. 

As the old saying goes, “many hands make light work!” The more people there are, the quicker the job can be 
done. Therefore, new faces are always welcome to join our rota. Please contact the Parish Office if you can help. 

 

COFFEE MORNING TODAY WITH LIFE 
Come and enjoy some home made cakes, have a cuppa and maybe buy some knitted goods. Proceeds to Zoe’s 
Place Children’s Hospice.  See: www.zoes-place.org.uk to find out more about what they do and for whom.  

 

 

PRIVACY STATEMENT FOR THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK                 
A copy of this document is available in the main porch.  It explains how any data held about you will be treated. 

CONFIRMATION PHOTOGRAPHS                                                                                                     
Please ask in the Repository or at the Parish Office for the photographs you have ordered.                                   

Please make your payment as soon as possible, as John Taylor has provided everything at his own expense.  
Amazingly, we still have pictures uncollected from past years, for which Mr Taylor has never been paid.                  

We also have several unclaimed First Holy Communion Certificates and Baptismal Certificates                                  
NB: Under GDPR legislation, items with names, addresses and phone numbers cannot be left in public view.   

CALLING ALL HALL KEYHOLDERS                                                                                                  
For security reasons, will all those who have sets of keys for the hall kindly return them to the Parish Office 
urgently. Some changes have been made, and you will not be able to enter the hall until you have done this. 



FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASSES 2018                                                                                             
The third Mass took place yesterday, Saturday at 12 Noon, during which 16 children made their First Holy 

Communion.  Please keep these, and indeed all our First Holy Communicants, in your prayers, that they may 
continue in the practice of regular reception of Our Blessed Lord in this wonderful Sacrament, instituted by Jesus 

Himself at the Last Supper, for the rest of their lives. See below for details of their “Going Forth” Mass. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2018                                                                                          
The 11th and final session for our First Holy Communicants, entitled “To Love and Serve” will 

take place next Saturday 30th June 2018 from 10am - 11.30am in the hall. Please be prompt.  

 Don’t forget the Going Forth Mass, for all our First Holy Communicants of 2018. This will take 
place on Sunday 1st July 2018 at 12 Noon, followed by a special party in the lower hall. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2019                                                                                          
Planning for next year’s First Holy Communion programme is already underway.  A special meeting will be held 

on Wednesday 4th July 2018 at 8pm in the lower hall.  This meeting is aimed at parents whose children are 
currently in Year 2, and who will be entering Year 3 in September this year, 2018. At this meeting, application 
forms, along with a brief outline of the programme will be provided. Please do your best to attend this meeting.             

THE SOLEMNITY OF ST PETER AND PAUL                                                                                           
This great Solemnity of the Church falls this coming Friday 29th June 2018.  It is a Holy Day of Obligation,            

when we all have a duty to attend Mass. As ever, Masses will be celebrated at 7.30am, 10am and 8pm. Those who 
are planning to attend the 10am Mass, whatever their age, might like to see the item below about the Over 55’s. 

OVER 55’S TEA CLUB                                                                                                                   
This continues to go from strength to strength, taking place every Friday afternoon from 2pm to 4pm                          

in the lower hall. After the 10am Mass on Friday 29th June 2018, club members will be selling special cupcakes, 
along with beverages, as part of a national awareness campaign by the Alzheimers Society. They are raising funds 

to help combat dementia.  If you would like to make a contribution to their efforts, do pop along to the hall.               
If you would like to make a donation, please go to: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/miranda-forte 

CONGRATULATIONS                                                                                                              
Our congratulations to David and Colleen Lacey, who last week celebrated their 60th Wedding anniversary! 

BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSE                                                                                                   
The next course will be held as a double session on Saturday 28th July 2018 at 3pm. Kindly complete a Baptism 

Details Form if you would like to attend this or any future course. Please return the form to the parish office.             
You must attend a Baptism Preparation Course if you have not been on one in the three years before the Baptism. 

Further dates will be announced in due course, so please keep an eye on the newsletter. 

LOST PROPERTY                                                                                                                
This is once again building up, and may be found on the left hand shelf in the porch, facing towards the street.                

Please note that anything which has not been collected by the end of the month will have to be disposed of. 

DO YOU HAVE ANY OLD OR NEW FOREIGN CURRENCY, OR OLD BRITISH MONEY?                      
If you do, and you no longer require it, why not give it to the SVP? They can obtain value for it, to help with the 

valuable work which they do in the parish. Please put it into the basket on the right hand shelf in the porch. 

WHY NOT LEAVE MONEY TO CAFOD IN YOUR WILL?                                                                           
CAFOD offer supporters a free will-writing service, and they very much hope that you might think of their work 

when making your will.  Please see the poster in the porch, and pick up a leaflet which explains how to go about it. 

COLOMA GIRLS’ SCHOOL SUMMER MUSIC FESTIVAL                                                                               
To be held on Saturday 7th July 2018, in honour of Mrs Meyer. Runs from 12pm to 4pm. Many ex-parents/pupils 

of the school will have known Mrs Meyer. For more details, please email: coloma.pa@hotmail.co.uk 

ST PHILOMENA’S ANNIVERSARY BALL                                                                                                        
Takes place on Saturday 7th July 2018 from 6.30pm. Proceeds to St Raphael’s Hospice and the Missions of the 

Daughters of the Cross, the school’s founding order. Full details of this event and how to apply may be found at: 
www.stphils.org.uk/news-stories/648-125th-celebration-ball-saturday-7th-july-2018 

PUBLICATIONS WHICH ARE OFFERED FREE                                                                                          
We currently bear the cost of The Pilgrim and Living Faith. If you are able to make an offering towards these 

publications, that would be much appreciated. The Pilgrim has a cover price of 50p,  whilst £1 is suggested for 
copies of Living Faith, a booklet which provides daily meditations to help in our Catholic devotions.                      

Any money in respect of these or any other Catholic newspapers and magazines, including CTS booklets,                
should be placed in the lower wall box to the left of the main porch door when facing the street.  



Sunday Masses:  Vigil, Saturday 6.15pm; Sunday: 8.30am, 10am, 11.30am and 5pm 

                                                                        Parish Mass Book: This Sunday - p.167;  Friday - p.172 

Weekday Masses: Mon - Fri: 7.30am; Mon – Sat 10am 

Morning Prayer of the Church: Monday - Saturday 9.15am 

Adoration and Benediction: 
Monday - Saturday 9.30am; Sunday 4pm (Rosary & Benediction in May & October)

On First Fridays - Adoration after 10am Mass, closing with Benediction at 2pm 

Rosary: Monday - Saturday after the 10am Mass 

Confessions:                                                   Saturday, after the 10am Mass, until 11am; then in the afternoon from 5pm to 6pm  

Date Time Intention 

Sunday 24th June 2018                              

The Nativity of St John the Baptist 

(Solemnity) 

6.15pm (Saturday 23rd  June)  Carmen & Sauveur Vella RIP 

 8.30am Iris Desmier RIP 
COFFEE MORNING WITH LIFE FOLLOWS 10am  People of the parish 
COFFEE MORNING WITH LIFE FOLLOWS 11.30am  (Hymn Choir) Dominic Cu Van Tran RIP 

Benediction 4pm                                      

5pm 

                                                                                       

Ellis Foundation Mass 

12th Week in Ordinary Time: 

Monday 25th June 2018 

 

7.30am                               

10am 

Anthony Agius RIP                                                        

Jim Clark RIP 
 

 

Tuesday 26th June 2018                                 

 

                                             

 

7.30am                              

10am 

 

 

Holy Souls 

In thanksgiving - Onyebuchi Muoghalu 

                                                                                            
Wednesday 27th June 2018  7.30am Holy Souls 
St Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop and            

Doctor of the Church (Memorial) 

10am                                    Requiem for Gerardine Larkin 

 

Thursday 28th June 2018 7.30am Holy Souls 
St Iranaeus, Bishop & Martyr (Memorial) 10am                                                                                                                                                                  Onwuekwe & Ilobi families & friends (Novena) 

Friday 29th June 2018  7.30am Agnes McDonald RIP 
Saints Peter & Paul, Apostles  

(Solemnity) Holy Day of Obligation 

10am                                     

8pm 

UCM intention                                                           

People of the parish 

   
Saturday 30th June 2018   
The First Martyrs of  Holy Roman Church                                 

(Memorial) 

10am  Tambirasa & Senathirajah family members,               

living and dead (Foundation Mass)                                                                                
 

Next Sunday 1st July 2018                     

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                   

    

6.15pm (Saturday 30th June)                                               

 

Pat Nawrat - 90th birthday 

 8.30am Edgar Ming RIP 
  10am  People of the parish 
FIRST COMMUNION “GOING FORTH”  12 Noon (Polyphony Choir) First Communicants, families & catechists 

Benediction 4pm  

 5pm Seamus Gallagher RIP 

Parish Masses This Week 


